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THE FOCUS

December 2011
Zion Evangelical Lutheran

Chisago City, Minnesota 55013

Website for Zion - www.zionlcc.org
2 Copper Coins website – www.zion2cc.org
Mission Statement:  To make the love of Christ known to all through worship, God’s Word, 

the Sacraments, and by the entire 

Zion Lutheran Church community.
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Worship Schedule:
We have two services each Sunday.  

Sunday School is held in between worship times at 9:40 am.
· Traditional worship service is held at 8:30 am. 
 
Holy Communion served on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of 

the month.
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2 Copper Coins Service (2cc) is held at 10:45 am with Holy Communion served every Sunday.
Phone: (651) 257-2713 & 2715 
Fax: (651) 257-8981
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Altar Care during the month of December:
Vicki Mickelsen
257-1453
Pat Pojanowski
257-3863
Women of Zion - Circles

Rebecca Circle – 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Contact person: Barb Garness (257-6591) 

Lois Circle – 3rd Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. 
Ruth Circle – Not meeting at this time.
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December 4 – 
8:30 am 
Traditional Worship




10:45 2cc Worship

December 11- 
8:30 am Traditional Worship




10:45 S.S. Christmas Program




12:00 Lunch will be served following the 
program for families and Sunday School
children, all are welcome!

December 18-
8:30 am Service of Lessons & Carols
· led by Sr. Choir & Grace Notes




10:45 am 2 cc Worship

December 24-
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship




    with Holy Communion
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   4:00 and 10:00 pm

December 25-
10:00 am service 




2 cc worship – Christmas Day
December 31 -
5:00 - 10pm (More info. on separate page)
2cc Family Worship & Celebration

January 1 -

10:00 am service 




Traditional service – New Year’s Day
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"On the Mark!"
December 2011
The Church Calendar says that it is the season of Advent, the secular calendar says that it is the season of pre-Christmas.  This is the time of the year I usually hear believers grumbling about the “lost meaning of Christmas”.

Many years ago the Puritans thought that they were ruining Christmas with all their pagan rituals. They especially objected to the fact that the holiday usually came on a week day, therefore distracting people from the Lord's Day of Sunday. But they did more than complain about it as we do. They took action and got rid of Christmas altogether. In Puritan settlements across 17th century America a law was passed outlawing the celebration of Christmas. The market place was ordered to stay open for business as though it were no special occasion and all violators were prosecuted. It was against the law to make plum pudding on December 25th. The celebration was not referred to as Yuletide but as “fooltide”.

Outlawing Christmas seems a bit drastic perhaps, couldn’t we just slow it down a bit?  Or perhaps we can remember that the most precious gifts are often the least spectacular ones.
Consider this illustration, adapted from Charles Swindoll…

“Take the year 1809. The international scene was tumultuous. Napoleon was sweeping through Austria; blood was flowing freely. Nobody then cared about babies. But the world was overlooking some terribly significant births. 

For example, William Gladstone was born that year. He was destined to become one of England's finest statesman. That same year, Alfred Tennyson was born to an obscure minister and his wife. The child would one day greatly affect the literary world in a marked manner. On the American continent, Oliver Wendell Holmes was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts. And not far away in Boston, Edgar Allan Poe began his eventful, albeit tragic, life. It was also in that same year that a physician named Darwin and his wife named their child Charles Robert. And that same year produced the cries of a newborn infant in a rugged log cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky. The baby's name? Abraham Lincoln. 

If there had been news broadcasts at that time, I'm certain these words would have been heard: "The destiny of the world is being shaped on an Austrian battlefield today." But history was actually being shaped in the cradles of England and America. Similarly, everyone thought taxation was the big news--when Jesus was born. But a young Jewish woman cradled the biggest news of all: the birth of the Savior”.

I believe that the true meaning of Christmas is kept in our hearts.  So, this year I encourage you to give a gift from your heart.  In a tumultuous world like ours, that may be the best way to redeem Christmas.

God bless us, every one!

Pastor Mike
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Christmas Decorating Day

Saturday, December 3

Start Time – 9:00 am
Everyone is invited to come and help make our church building festive for all of our holiday events by helping put our many Christmas decorations in place. 
There is a need for many hands to put together trees, hang lights, and bulbs and garlands and bows. We will start at 9 AM. Please come and bring a friend. The coffee will be on, and of course it is Christmas time so there will be treats!  Mark your calendar, we look forward to seeing you!  Your serving hands will be greatly appreciated. 
Vicki Mickelsen
Scripture Lessons

for December
December 4, 2011 The Second Sunday of Advent
First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Second Lesson: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:1-8
December 11, 2011 The Third Sunday of Advent
First Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel Lesson: John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 18, 2011 The Fourth Sunday of Advent
First Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm – Luke 1:46b-55
Second Lesson: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:26-38
December 24, 2011 Christmas Eve

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

December 25, 2011 The Fifth Sunday of Advent
First Lesson: Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Second Lesson: Titus 3:4-7
Gospel Lesson: Luke 2: [1-7] 8-20
COUNCIL MINUTES for the Meeting of November 1, 2011

Meeting called to order by Council President Jim Green. Other council members present: Pastor Mike, Chet Garness, Sue Frame, Nancy Grimm, Nancy Brunzel, Pastor Baumann, Deb Esmay, John Hawkinson, and Shelly Sprain. Also attending: Alicia DeNio 


Devotions by:  Jim G.


MINUTES
The October Council minutes were unanimously approved with Nancy B making the motion to accept.


STAFF REPORTS

Pastor’s Report:  

· Annual meeting is Nov. 20th.  
· Feed My Starving Children – a HUGE success.  Over 163,000 meals were packed.  Donation exceeded $38,000 to date!
Treasurer’s Report (Chet Garness):  We had a good October - +$1,800 for the month, however, we are still behind $14,000 for the year.

Kindervillage:  Daycare will start Jan. 2nd.

HS Youth and Children’s Ministry (Alicia DeNio):  

· Bake sale for Mission Trip was a huge success - $400!  Thanks to everyone!

· Sunday School Christmas program will be December 11 at 10:45 service.  Mission youth will serve lunch following.

Shepherding Ministry:  We will again be promoting Crosses of Remembrance during Advent.  

Two Copper Coins (Amy Kelly):  Please be sure to read her article in the Focus – Very interesting!

Staff Reports were unanimously approved with Richard B.  making the motion to accept.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Jan 2nd is target date for daycare to start – waiting for the Fire Marshall.

2. Nominating Committee – moving along.

3. Chet – resigning on Dec. 31st as Business Administrator.

4. Angels Among Us:

· We will be starting “Ministry of the Month at the Welcoming Desk.

· We need help with maintaining the website.  If you are interested in helping with the website 1-2 hrs/wk and are computer savvy – please contact Nancy Grimm.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Archives Committee – tabled until next meeting.

2. Cake Decorating Business: 

· Motion by Nancy B to permit Donna Nowicki to use our facilities with the proceeds to be used by the Scholarship Fund for educational purposes.  Second by John H.  Passed Unanimously.

MINISTRY REPORTS

1. Resource and Support – 

· New playground equipment arriving.  

· South Green Lake Cemetery – cleaning up west fence line and it is looking great!

Meeting adjourned with motion by Richard B.

Respectfully submitted, Shelly Sprain

2011 Staff Members:

Michael Peterson – Pastor

Chet Garness – Treasurer/Business Manager

LaDema Hawkinson – Financial Secretary

Deborah Harvey - Secretary

Sherri Baumann – Shepherding Ministry

Alicia DeNio – Dir.of Children’s Ministries and

   Sr. High Youth Director

Todd Freeman – Middle School Youth Director

Angela Nelson – “Interim” Custodian

John Hawkinson & John Freeman – Back-up Custodian

Michael Savold – Choir Director

Joy Sietsema – Organist & Bell Choir Director

Julie Lauritzen – Choir Accompanist

Amy Kelly – Contemporary Worship Director 

Julina Hosler – Kinder Village Director

Linda Nordlund – Kinder Village Aide (M,W,F)

Angela Nelson – Kinder Village Aide (T,Thu)

2011 Council Members:
President/Worship: Jim Green

Vice President/Resource & Support: To be determined
Council Secretary: Shelly Sprain

Treasurer: Chet Garness

Faith Building & Mission: To be determined
Faith Building & Mission: To be determined
Faith Building & Mission: Pr. Richard Baumann

Worship: Nancy Grimm  

Resource & Support: To be determined
Resource & Support: Sue Frame 

At the annual meeting held Nov. 20, 2011, we approved 3 new congregation members be on council.  Those names are Charlie Block, Dave Kelly & Tim Neff.  We thank the following members who have completed their term on council: Nicole Stokes, Deb Esmay, Nancy Brunzel & John Hawkinson.

Adult Class - 
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During Advent (11/27 to 12/18), Pastor Richard Baumann will lead a study of the popular book Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo.  This New York Times best seller chronicles Burpo’s 4-year-old son’s experience of visiting heaven and meeting Jesus.  
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A Series of Talks on the Four Sundays in Advent beginning November 27th through December 18th with-

Chaplain, Rev. Richard Baumann

We will share weekly discussions

About the book:
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at 9:35 AM in the Library

Read the Book!  Bring it with you!

Round up your Friends and Relatives!  Bring a Friend!  See you Then!
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So we’ve all heard it, you know Jesus telling us that if we have faith the size of a mustard seed we can move mountains. Check Matthew 17:20 if you don’t know it. It seems like an unobtainable goal but Jesus is clear. There is very little we can’t accomplish when we have faith. Most of us have faith in God but we aren’t moving mountains metaphorically or literally. Why not? Perhaps it’s because we believe in God’s ability but not ours.

Faith is a hard concept to understand and yet we live faith every day. We have faith that we will wake up in the morning. We have faith that the floor under our feet will be stable and secure. We have faith in the air we breathe and the food we eat. We believe in those things because day after day, we have learned that we don’t have to worry about it. In fact, most things that are necessary for life we don’t even think about. Our experiences tell us we can believe in those things.

Yet, when we look back at our choices, our mistakes and shortcomings, we can’t believe that God would choose to hear us. We won’t even dare to hope that He can see past the junk. We hang on to our anger, hurt, despair, guilt and shame because He doesn’t. Perhaps the mountain Jesus was referring to is actually a garbage pile of regrets, unresolved feelings and heavy burdens that needs to be moved.

This month I challenge you to see all the faith you already have. The alarm clock that you rely on to wake you up in the morning. The faucet you turn on that you know water will come from. The car you get into trusting it will start. Faith is easy; you do it all the time. I bet it’s even bigger than a mustard seed…

Until next time,

Amy K., www.zion2cc.org
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Shepherding Ministry 
                          

In this Busy Holiday Season how 

can we help those around us 

who are hurting?

 As we begin our preparations for this beautiful season ahead of us, I’ll bet we all know someone who is going to have a difficult time facing the holidays this year. The same celebrations that cause such joy for many of us simply increase the pain and loneliness for others who have lost a loved one. So, how can we help?  Here are some ideas you might want to consider….

 

INVITE:  A personal invitation to join in attending a special service, program, or a meal can be very helpful. The opportunity for them to celebrate the life of their loved one and incorporate their memory into the season allows healing to begin.

 

ENCOURAGE: To the brokenhearted, anticipating the holidays can be as painful as being in the midst of the celebrations. An attentive listener could encourage the grieving person to express his or her fear. If you sense a family member or friend isn’t ready to face the holidays yet, respect that. It’s the individual’s choice to celebrate as much or as little as he or she likes. If it becomes an issue within a family, it might be time for everyone to come together and rethink traditions, at least for this year.

 

ACCOMPANY: To survive the holidays after a loss, those who do best tend to be blessed with compassionate companions. The strength to go on may come because of something you say, an act of kindness, or simply the fact that you care. Reflecting back on what a family member tells you helps them consider options that can soften their grief. You could help them pick a way to honor their loved one’s memory by giving to a favorite charitable cause, a gift to a needy person (as from a “giving tree”), or giving of their time to visit a shut-in.

 

RESPECT: “Treat others the way they wish to be treated” generally sums up “Respect”. There is a delicate balance between your interest in serving the bereaved and their comfort level with being served. Their choices might not match what you expect. Some may decide to be alone during the holidays while others may choose to attend joyful celebrations. Some may explore the deeper meaning of the season. Trust that their choice is right for them.

 

The holidays are a time to celebrate, reflect, and give thanks for the blessings of our lives, including those who have gone before us. Our presence may encourage those who are hurting, but we will also be reminded to treasure each holiday and every moment we have with our own families.

 

Blessings to all, Sherri Baumann
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Special Ideas to Help Grieving Children 

Children who are old enough to love are old enough to grieve…..

*   Share holiday stories about the person who died.

*   Hang a Christmas memory stocking.

*   Make a Christmas memory ornament.

*   Draw pictures to express emotions.

*   Pick a gift for the needy in memory of the loved one.

*   Join in a special prayer for the loved one at a holiday 
     meal or gathering.
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Time & Talent Spotlight

            By Your Stewardship Committee
         Member Spotlight

   Ken and Ruth Nielsen
By Your Stewardship Committee

Ruth Drews moved to Lindstrom from northern Minnesota with son Christopher in 1985 and joined the teaching staff at the Chisago Lakes Middle School.  After visiting several of the Lutheran churches in the area, they settled on joining Zion – thanks to the congregation’s welcoming atmosphere and Pastor Hanggi’s assistance in becoming acclimated and involved.  In 1998, with Christopher off to college, Ruth married Ken Nielsen of Wyoming, MN at Zion and together they have made Zion their spiritual home.  Both are life-long Lutherans.  
Ruth and Ken have each been involved in such church activities as serving on the Zion Church Council, Meals on Wheels program, “Chisago County Walk for a Cure”, ushers, Altar Guild and planning events such as the Zion Corn Feed/Picnic.  Additionally, they have donated time and/or funds to other Zion sponsored activities and programs such as Salvation Army bell ringing, Boy Scouts, blood drive and the local food shelf.  

Both have been active in multiple additional community service organizations over the years.  Ruth presently serves as a board member on the Zion Endowment Committee and chaired the Transition Task Force when our last pastoral vacancy occurred.  Ken is a former 3 term Mayor of the City of Wyoming, Minnesota and board member of the Central Minnesota Development Company.

Together, Ruth and Ken have found volunteering to be personally rewarding and believe it is a highly tangible way to witness as well as support their faith, which all Christians are obligated to do.  They have also found it to be a good way of making new friends and socializing with old ones.  They believe many times people are unsure of their ability to contribute or uncertain of the need, until they are asked to become involved and then are more than happy to contribute.

Thank You, Ken and Ruth Nielsen - Your Time & Talents Are Truly Appreciated!
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Welcome to our newest members of Zion who joined our church family on November 13, 2011:
1. Dave & Amy Kelly, children - Katelin, Lindsey & Madison

2. Brad & Maria Martin, children – Justin & Juliette

3. Linda Nordlund
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4. Doris Rasmussen

5. Harry Kuefler

Congratulations to all those who had their B/P checked last month!
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Blood Pressure screening  will be on the SECOND Sunday this month… Sunday December 11th between services in the Shepherding Office.
Be Good to yourself … 

Know your Numbers!              
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Kinder Village Preschool News:
We have had a busy and fun year so far at Zion Kinder Village! We have gone to the Pumpkin Patch and Warner Nature Center, as well as had a real firefighter bring his truck and talk to us about fire safety!  In addition, our new playground is complete, thanks to the hard work of Zion volunteers and staff. We are enjoying playing on it before the snow flies!  As winter draws closer, we have been learning about hibernation, migration and adaptation.  We also have been working on learning our letters, along with their sounds and signs (ASL). We have also been working with Miss Betty, our wonderful music teacher, practicing our songs for the Christmas program on December 15th.   Every week at Zion Kinder Village brings new and exciting challenges and learning opportunities!  
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Shepherding Ministry 
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We need to have a Christmas gathering for our Seniors and Friends ... and we ARE!  Join us for this special mid-week Worship Service and Luncheon.  If you have come before, this time invite a friend!  If you have not joined us so far, why not come this time?  If you are a Senior or a friend of a Senior, we hope you will join us for this time to worship and fellowship with members and friends.  The Shepherding Ministry Team at Zion is planning this worship opportunity for members who may find it difficult to worship on Sunday mornings, and their friends.

Please join us for this special service on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15th at 11:00am.   Your presence and encouragement to others will help to make this a meaningful time for all.

We will be arranging transportation for those who need it, so please let us know if you require this.

The service will begin at 11:00 am with lunch, dessert, and conversation to follow in the fellowship hall.  Please RSVP to the church office at  257-2713  by Friday December 9th.

In His Service,  Sherri Baumann RN
Candlelight Service of Remembrance

Thursday, December 1st
7:00 pm

St. Bridget of Sweden Catholic Church

13060 Lake Blvd.

Lindstrom, MN
Please join us for an evening of Scripture reading, music, prayer and candle lighting as we remember our departed loved ones during the holiday season.

To have the name of your loved one remembered and a candle lit in their memory, please call St. Bridget of Sweden Catholic Church at 651-257-2474 prior to Tuesday, November 29th.

All are welcome!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
S.S. Christmas Program
The Sunday School Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 11th at the 10:45 church service. The kids will be practicing during Sunday School this year so there will be no Saturday practices. Please make sure to come and support our Sunday School kids. The mission trip youth will be serving a lunch immediately following the program.
Crosses of Remembrance
During this season of Advent, we wish to celebrate the lives of those we have lost and share a sign of remembrance in their honor.  As a symbol of Remembrance, we have made white wooden crosses to hang on our Christmas tree in the sanctuary.  The crosses will be located in a basket at the Welcome Desk near the entrance to the Sanctuary.  We ask that you take a cross and write the name of your loved one, the dates of their birth and death, and any other remembrance you would like on it.  We will help you hang it on the tree at the close of the service.  If anyone is not able to be at church and would like a cross made for them, please call Sherri Baumann, Shepherding Ministry, and she will be happy to make one for you.

After the Christmas season you may take your cross home with you and add it to your own Christmas decorations.  It is our hope that this remembrance will bring comfort and peace to those who mourn.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.”  ---Matthew 5:4



JUST FOR YOUTH 9th - 12th GRADE

Mission Trip 

We will be baking and packaging cookies on Friday, December 16th. Come to church as soon as you can after school on that day, and we will get as much done Friday night as possible. Hopefully we will finish it then, and you can all have Saturday free. If we do not finish, we will come back Saturday to finish up. This is one of our biggest fundraisers for the mission trip, so let’s all work together to make it great!! See you on the 16th!

Mission trip youth will also be serving a lunch after the Sunday School Christmas program on Sunday, December 11th. The program is at 10:45 with the lunch to follow. This will be a free lunch, but we will take a free-will offering. Make sure to let Alicia know if you can help that day!!

Agape Concert

On Wednesday, December 14th, Agape will be at Faith Lutheran Church in Forest Lake for a concert. The confirmation youth are going as their class that night. He is a great Christian musician that loves kids and loves to have a good time praising God!! Hopefully you can all make it! Let me know if you want to go and we can meet at church and carpool. I will have permission slips available in my office. The concert is free, but a free-will offering will be taken.

The LOGOS kids will be going Christmas caroling at Parmly on Wednesday, December 21st.  If there are any high school youth that want to help us out, that would be greatly appreciated! Talk to Alicia if you are interested in going!

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS!!   
Sunday School is going very well. We finished the story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den. A HUGE thank you to our November volunteers: Sally Ayers, Mary Benhardus, Ann Sagendorf, and George and Vicki Mickelsen. We will continue to be looking for short-term volunteers who can commit to 3-4 Sundays to lead a workshop for our children. If you can help with this, please contact Alicia DeNio or Tara Duffy. Thanks!!


Annual Advent Tea and Bake Sale

Sunday, December 4, 2011

2:00 to 4:00 pm

Please join us for The Friends of Parmly and Ecumen Parmly LifePointes’ Annual Advent Tea & Bake Sale.
Enjoy Coffee, Tea, Cookies and Breads while listening to Christmas music in the Residents’ Dining Room

At 3:00 pm come join us in the Chapel for a special musical program, “The Traditions of Christmas”, featuring local country music singer Kristine Wriding. 

The Resident Council is in need of items for the Bake Sale.  

Any donations are lovingly accepted and can be brought to 

The Parmly Residence Activities Office from Thursday, December 1st -Sunday, December 4th.  Donated items can include cookies, breads, jams, candies, and other holiday goodies.  All items should be labeled with the name of the item.  Thank You!
Questions, contact Emily Carlson at 651-257-7958
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Adult Christians Together Socially

FELLOWSHIP GROUP

December Activity:
Friday, December 9th – 

Swedish Christmas Dinner & Silent Auction

Auction held at 5:30 pm.  Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm with entertainment to follow.  It will be catered by Jon Ekstrom with entertainment by Dave Johnson.  

Tickets are being sold on Sunday mornings from now until December 4th.  You must purchase a ticket in advance so we know how many to plan for.  You can stop in the office to purchase a ticket during the week.


New Year’s Eve Event!

2cc Family Worship & Celebration
December 31, 2011

5:00-10:00 PM
A few details:

Families are welcome to join us for a New Year’s Eve celebration close to home.  We will begin with a potluck dinner at 5:00 pm.  We plan to gather to play games, possibly watch a movie, have a ton of fun with friends and family members!  A worship service will be held at 7:30 pm.  Please watch the bulletin announcements in December for more information to come…….

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Special Events coming in January 2012!

· Sunday, January 15th – MN Teen Challenge will be at both service to share their vital ministry.

· Sunday, January 22nd – Pastor Paul Anderson of Lutheran Renewal will be our guest preacher.

Youth News

3rd – 8th Grades

Here’s what’s coming in December

Sundays, 12/4    
Traditional service  8:30
                          
Sunday school  9:30

                          
Contemporary service (called Two

 Copper Coins, or 2cc) @ 10:45

               12/11   
Traditional service  8:30

                            
Sunday school  9:30

                              SS Christmas Program  10:45

               12/18   
Traditional service

                             
Sunday school

                              Two Copper Coins

               12/25   
Christmas day – one service, 10 am 

(not 10:45) Two Copper Coins
Wednesdays
12/7
Logos  3:30 - 6

Confirmation class  6 – 7:30             

12/14   Logos  3:30 – 6

          Confirmation class - Agape concert at Faith 

Lutheran in Forest Lake:  starts at 6, meet at
Zion at 5:30 

12/21   Logos  3:30 – 6:  Caroling at Parmly residence 
      
Confirmation class 6 – 7:30:  Service Project

12/28   No classes, Christmas break

Saturdays     12/17  Middle School youth activity – 

Swimming, bowling, or skating TBA 

         You can get a hold of me at zionmidschool@gmail.com  Peace!  Todd

Mission Trip Fundraiser: Project COOKIES!
We are now taking cookie orders!! If you haven’t already done so, make sure to place your cookie order with one of the youth going on the mission trip or with Alicia by December 11th. You will receive a beautifully wrapped tray of Christmas cookies! They make great gifts for teachers or co-workers! Or buy a tray to take to your family gathering! The proceeds from the cookie sales will be used to help fund next summer’s mission trip to West Virginia. Thanks in advance for your support!!

Thank You!

(Many, many thanks to the following individuals who have recently deposited funds which have been designated to Zion Lutheran through the Thrivent Choice Dollars program:
Robert Butte



Julie Holmquist
Megan Dreckman


Kim Holmquist
Darlene Driver


Shirley Holmquist
Marvin Fuhrman


Steven Jones
Barbara Garness


Shirley Lofgren
Chester Garness


Barbara Lundberg
Larry Giese



Larry Lundberg
Arild Hagberg


Donald Ringstmeyer
Betty Hagberg


Marlowe Sprain
Elouise Holmquist


Denise Trone
(Our most sincere thanks to Ann Sagendorf and Mary Benhardus for all of their time and energy spent cleaning out the craft closet!!!  Please be considerate of their hard work and help to keep it clean and organized.  If you talk to either of these women, please let them know how much they are appreciated!  Thanks!

In Memory of Durward Johnson
Given by:

Paul Rignell
Joseph & Lavonne Rystrom

Russell & Gladys Peterson

Elgene Lund

George & Vicki Mickelsen
Pamela Eichten

Ross & Michelle Rivard

Nancy Grimm

John & Linda Henrikson

Kim & Julie Holmquist

Eugene Lund
In Memory of Eileen Kalway
In Memory of Donald Murray
Given by:



Given by:
Richard & Carol Peterson

Vicella Carlson
Alan & Lois Holmgren

Bill & Pam Olson

Judy Lifgren

In Memory of Bob Peterson

In Memory of Joe Todd, Sr.
Given by:



Given by:
Russell & Gladys Peterson

Richard & Barbara LaValle
Larry & Shirley Lofgren

Curt & Dorothy Peterson

Kay Beckwith

Paul Rignell

Gary & Julie Lauritzen

Peter & Krista Overgaard

Ruth Nielsen

Robert & Bev Warnke

In Memory of Floyd & Myrtle Melander
Given by: 
Richard & Barbara LaValle
In Memory of Joanne Schroeder & Raymond Pliscott

Given by:

Betty Pliscott

In Memory of Maurice Peterson, Raymond Pliscott, 
Joanne Schroeder & Andrew Carlson
Given by:

Bruce & Diane Peterson
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Greetings from Luther Point, December 2011

Advent Fellowship & Cookie Baking Retreat, Dec. 3 and Dec. 10, 9am-4pm:  We would like to invite you to our Advent Fellowship and Cookie Baking Retreats at Luther Point in Grantsburg  and at Luther Park in Chetek, WI.  These retreats are a perfect opportunity for you and family or friends to get some Christmas baking completed.  All you need to do is gather the people and we’ll provide the rest—snacks, lunch, devotions and cookie baking supplies.  You will be able to enjoy the tradition of Christmas cookie baking with the fellowship of others and bring home 144 cookies all without messing up your kitchen. 

Register today by calling Luther Point at 715-689-2347 or Luther Park at 715-859-2215. You can also register online at our websites—Luther Point or Luther Park! Or you can download a registration form to mail in.  Cost is $40 / adult and $25 / attendee with not cookies (children must be accompanied by an adult).  Deposit is $20.

Introducing the “Memorial and Honor Program” Luther Point is offering a way to help recognize those special events and dates in life. We will send a card to a loved one or a friend recognizing their special day on your behalf.  Honor a person with a gift to Luther Point for a birthday, anniversary, confirmation, wedding, baptism, get well and more. Give a gift in memory of someone as well.   Go to our website, www.lutherpoint.org and click on Donate or M & H Program.  Follow the prompts, give a gift via credit card and Luther Point will send a personal hand written card to the person(s) you are recognizing.   This new giving opportunity should be up and running in early December.  

Fall Retreats Offered Jointly with Luther Park: Check out our website LutherPoint.org and choose a retreat offering:

Advent Fellowship and Cookie Baking: Dec. 3 at Luther Point, Dec. 10 at Luther Park

Quilting Retreat, Feb. 2-5, 2012 at Luther Park

Spirituality of Bread Baking:  March 23-24, 2012 at Luther Point

Check out our Website:  LutherPoint.org:  The website has greatly improved and there are some really cool photos and updated info.  Especially check out our Wish List:  You can now go online and order wish list items directly from Amazon.com and have the items shipped directly to the camp.    PLEASE NOTE:   We are still looking for good used vehicles, preferably mini-vans or mid-size sedans.  We have some older vehicles that are showing their wear and tear. You can also find us on Facebook, Twitter, Flicker and YouTube.

Looking for Leadership:  The year round retreat ministry committee is seeking additional volunteers to serve.  This is a committee of adults represented by both Luther Park and Luther Point Bible Camps.  The primary responsibility of the group is to brainstorm future program opportunities for adults. The committee meets a few times a year at a centrally located congregation and continues to stay connected via email.  Please contact Liz@LutherPark.org if you are interested in serving on this committee or know of someone you want to recommend who is a creative person who could help further the year round ministries at Luther Park and Luther Point.

Come and Retreat with Us: We have weekend openings for the Retreat Center, Family Cabins, Luther Lodge and more. Perfect for a weekend get away with family and friends. Are you looking to schedule a family reunion? Whatever the occasion, consider staying at Luther Point! Inquire with Liz@LutherPoint.org or call (715) 689-2347.

     Together in Ministry  


Rev. Craig M. Corbin, Executive Director

Office Hours:
Senior Pastor

Mike Peterson, ext. 11
Tuesday – Friday, 9:00-12:00
Email: pastormikezion@yahoo.com
Deb Harvey, Secretary, ext. 10

Office Hours  

Monday – Thursday, 8:30 - 4:00, Fridays, 8:30 – 3:00
Email: debzionchurch@yahoo.com
Chet Garness, Treasurer/Business Administrator, ext. 14
Office Hours – Varied, Email: cgarnesszion@yahoo.com
Monday- Friday, (Mornings)

Sherri Baumann, Shepherding Ministry, ext. 13
Office Hours – Tuesday & Thursday

Email: shepherdzion@yahoo.com
Julina Hosler, Director, ext. 17
Zion Kinder Village Preschool

Class: 9:00-11:30 

Email: zionkindervillage@yahoo.com
HS Youth Director/Dir. of Children’s Ministries, ext. 12
Alicia DeNio - 785-7803, zionyouthdirectors@yahoo.com
Middle School Youth Director

Todd Freeman - 257-3062, Zionmidschool@gmail.com

PRAYER CHAIN

If you have a prayer request, Zion’s Prayer Chain can be activated by calling Sandy Patrias at 674-2029 or Darlene Driver at 674-4057. 

Email:  sd.patrias@q.com

ANGELS AMONG US!

CHAPTER 1- FAITH BUILDING/MISSION

SHEPHERDING MINISTRY

Staff Member: Sherri Baumann, R.N.
Phone:  651-257- 2713  X9
Email:    shepherdzion@yahoo.com                                        


Holy Baptism


Name: 
Parents: 
Sponsors: 

Date: 

(Thank you 

Marriages:


Please make arrangements with the Pastor six months prior to the wedding date.  *Ask about our “free” wedding option.*			





Baptisms:


Parents must attend a Baptism class and register through the church office.  Please call the church office at 257-2713 to inquire about the next class.





Included in Your Monthly Newsletter:


Want an overview of all the activities going on at Zion?  Be sure to check out the CALENDAR in the center.


For STAFF OFFICE HOUR information, see inside the back cover.





Do you have questions about Zion?


Please call the church office at 257-2713, ext. 1 for further information regarding our next inquiry class. 








Have you ever wondered what the Council, Staff, and Volunteers actually do in each area of Ministry at Zion?  We have so many “angels among us” that help to sustain and grow our church.  We want to thank each and every one of you!





This newsletter is Council’s way of letting you know the categories of ministry at Zion : who the leaders and volunteers are, the contact person for each area , and a brief description of the category of service as well as where you can join a team of “angels  among us” for Zion.








Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 8:30 – 4:00 pm


Fridays 8:30 – 3:00 pm








Look on pg. 3 for the full December worship schedule!





If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please call the church office at 651-257-2713, ext. 10 to have your name removed from our mailing list.














The Flame


Author unknown





Rather than mourn


the absence of the flame,


Let us celebrate


How brightly it burned.





Let’s comfort one another


with favorite memories,


Of sharing times


when we’re all together.





Let’s celebrate the spirit


Of one very special life


So in our hearts the flame


will burn forever.





11525 Luther Point Rd


Grantsburg, Wisconsin 54840


� HYPERLINK "http://www.LutherPoint.org" ��www.LutherPoint.org�


(715)689-2347





Craig M. Corbin, Director








