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What is Confirmation?

The confirmation class at Zion is made up of young people emerging from the innocence of elementary school and working toward finding a place in adulthood. They are learning to explore the world a little more independently, but still young enough that their parents have to drive them to church. 

Our confirmation program is designed to help 6th, 7th and 8th graders explore the faith they were called to as children, and make it their own. It is a preparation for their “Affirmation of Baptism” the formal service in the fall of 9th grade, where they make public profession of their faith. Confirmation class is designed to open up the Bible, the Apostle’s creed, The Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments in a way that allows the students to see God’s truth and love, and allows them to ask their questions and make it their own. Confirmation is a process of claiming our identity as Christians, by learning the foundations of faith, and making a personal connection to Christ as Savior.

The pastor doesn’t do this alone. It takes a great team of leaders and parents. Teaching faith is the task of the whole congregation. You can help by praying for the students and leaders, and being part of the Confirmation program. Thank you for all your help and prayers. 
Our Goal: To open the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism to our young disciples

and to empower them in their ministries. 

What does this journey look like at Zion?

1. Your child’s main teacher is YOU!
· Faith is caught more at home than it can be taught in the few minutes a week at Confirmation class.

· 67 % of people who go to church today had a Mother who modeled faith, and 47% had a Father who modeled faith.

· Regular faith conversation with a parent, grandparent, or significant adult is essential for informing our youth’s; 

· Life long relationship to Christ as their Savior and friend

· Life choices

· Personal sense of stewardship
· Spiritual, physical, moral and ethical response to God and the world

You will receive your own copy of Luther’s Small Catechism  to help you teach at home! Parents are always welcome in class, are encouraged to be small group leaders, to help with service events, to be Acolyte Parents, keep up to date with your son/daughter’s requirements and we expect you to attend the special class sessions which are about family issues.
2. Coming together with other students
** Confirmation Teaching Time is Wednesdays from 6:00 - 7:30 pm.
Pastor Mike will be lead teacher for Wed. evening sessions.  We will have several small group leaders. 
**We will have several Koinonia Events during the year, where all the students will come together to collect food, sing carols, pack food, and have fun serving others and getting to know each 
**During the six Wednesdays of LENT, the students will meet with their mentor @ 6:00 pm and then attend the Lenten Worship Service.
**  Sunday morning worship is an essentially important part of confirmation instruction and we expect students to bring their family members with them to worship.
What is expected of parents?
First:  (You’re already doing this part) You are bringing your child to church!  Continued attendance as a family at worship is vital to passing on the faith.  We have added a "Contemporary Worship Service" on Sundays at 10:45.   Lenten Wednesday Worship is a good family event (come for supper ().  Special Holiday worship services are important times in the life of our church family.
Second:  Demonstrate how your faith is important to you.  Pray for and with your children.  Read the Bible with them.  Talk with them about questions they may have about ethical issues.  Share how you feel God wants you to live.  Show them that being a Christian is a life-long process with ups and downs.  Demonstrate the importance of Discipleship by serving others or attending faith growth experiences.

Third:  Become actively involved in the Confirmation Program 
___
Small Group Leader: (Wed. night only), attend class and help lead a small group (5 to 6 students) in discussion and projects. Large group teaching is done by the pastor.  This is a great opportunity to learn about the faith and to get to know our youth.
____
Acolyte Parents: Be available on Sunday Mornings (sign up for one service for one month) to help acolytes, make sure they are robed, answer questions, etc.
_____  Mentor: You will be asked to mentor 2-3 students about personal faith issues during the Season of Lent. 
_____ Most important!!!  Keep up to date with your student’s requirements.  Requirements are important and the parent is responsible to make sure all requirements are completed and recorded in the Confirmation Log Book in the office.
What is expected of Students?
CONFIRMATION TEACHING TIME:  

Commit to attending 100% of the Wed. evening classes.  Students are expected to be prepared for class: bring your Bible and any homework that you were assigned.  We realize that sickness or travel may keep you away from us occasionally, but you must make up the classes you miss!!!
WORSHIP REPORTS: (15 required) Find the forms at the back of the sanctuary. Return completed forms to the church office. 

IN SANCTUARY SERVICE:  (10 required) Acolyte, Nursery helper, greeting with parents, ushering with parent, scripture reader, children’s sermon and Hosanna Time, bell choir, drama, sound system operator, altar guild helper, cleaning of sanctuary & filling children’s worship bags, Parmly wheelchair pusher, to name a few.
OUT OF SANCTARY SERVICE:  (10 Required)  Vacation Bible School volunteer, Sunday School volunteer, raising money for a good cause, Habitat for Humanity, Feed my Starving Children, serve on church committee and helping out an elderly neighbor, relative or friend… Note!  If you have a question please ask prior to your event.
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  

All grades must also set-up, serve and clean-up for the Confirmation Dinner on the evening before Reformation Sunday. All grades are strongly encouraged to attend either one week of Bible Camp or serve on a Mission Trip during their three years of instruction.  
Mini-Retreats:
Additional instruction in areas of worship, Bible and discipleship will be covered in half-day mini-retreats.  Attendance is required.  Dates to be determined.
Sixth Grade: Bible Basics

Seventh Grade: Worship

Eight Grade: Discipleship
Mentoring Program: details are in the Mentoring Packet.
Movie Nights: occasional opportunities to view thought provoking movies and earn 'extra credit'!
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How Requirements are Recorded…
Confirmation Teaching Time Attendance will be taken at each class. If you are planning on missing a week, or an emergency arises, check with Pr. Mike or your small group leader for the lesson you missed.  You are responsible to make up missed lessons.
The Confirmation Log Book, containing a separate page for each student will be in the church office. Parents are responsible for recording their student’s completed activities in the Log Book!!   If it isn’t written down, it will not be counted. 
Acolyte Schedule Book is also in the office.  Please sign up for acolyting in the book.  Please do not erase someone else’s name without their permission.

Worship Report Forms are found in the sanctuary near the guest book. Place completed forms in the plastic bin marked for them in the office. Staff will review and record these forms.

Memory Work is required of each student.  The parents are responsible for recording their students completion of each item on the requirement list.  Record it on the student's page in the Confirmation Log book in the church office.
Requirements are Requirements

If students do not complete the requirements we consider that they are not ready to publicly Affirm their faith.  Just because someone reaches a certain age does not mean that they will automatically be “Confirmed.”  This is a change from previous practice here at Zion and is the fairest way to operate our ministry.  

Schedule for Pneuma C
[3rd Article]

Date

Lesson


Description

9/8/2010

Orientation with parents 6:00

9/15

1-
Apostle’s Creed: Third Article 

9/22

2-
The Spirit of God in the Old Testament
9/29

3- 
Old Testament prophecy
10/6

4-
Death of a nation
10/13

5-
Jesus and the Holy Spirit
10/20

K-

10/27

6- 
Pentecost and the Holy Spirit
11/3

7-
The Holy Spirit in the early church
11/10

8-
The Holy Spirit in John’s Revelation
11/17

9-
Prophecy and John’s Revelation
12/1

10-
The Revelation of John: What does it mean?
12/8

11-
The Holy Spirit in contemporary Christianity
12/15

K-


1/5/2011

12-
[family] Loss and grieving
1/12

13-
[family] Loss and grieving
1/19

14-
Contemporary church issues
1/26

15-
Contemporary church issues
2/2

16-
Modern day prophet
2/9

K-

2/16

17-  
[family] Tour of mortuary
2/23

18-
[family] Personal Spiritual Gifts Assessment


3/2

19-
The Rite of Christian Burial




7:30 orientation meeting for mentors.

3/9

Ash Wednesday Worship  [Spring Break]

3/16

3/23

3/30

Meet with mentors on Wednesdays during Lent to study the 

4/6

Lord’s Prayer and the meaning of Holy Week.

4/13

4/27

K-

5/4

20-
Resurrection

5/11

21- 
Heaven

5/18

Meet with 8th graders and parents.  

Followed by a ConfirmationTeam wrap-up meeting.

K = Koinonia events

Memory Work

Apostle's Creed: Third Article and Luther's Explanation

John 14:1-6

Romans 6: 3-5

Books of the New Testament

Psalm 23
Mentoring
During the Lenten Season, 2-3 students will meet with a mentor of their choice to study parts of Luther's Small Catechism.  More information will be available at orientation
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